
National Geographic
Personalised Learning
Differentiated theme sets to support
and develop literacy skills

� Differentiated

� Informative texts

� Comprehension
strategies

� Writing models

� Cross curricular

� Linked to
frameworks

National Geographic Personalised Learning:

Animals in their Habitats – 1 of the 8 Theme Sets

Proven to succeed: helps you teach 4 different
levels of ability in the same lesson
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Activity Master
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Comprehension Model: Determining Importance
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Steps for Determining Importance
• Look for key words in the title and in the subheads.

• Study the features in the article, such as the photographs and words in bold print.

• Read the first and last sentence in each paragraph carefully. 

• Separate important ideas from interesting details.

Survival in the Wild

The chameleon lays in wait in its habitat, or home, in the rain forest. It takes aim
with its secret weapon. Zap! In less than a second, it has a meal.

What is the chameleon’s secret weapon? It’s a tongue that is sticky and can stretch to
be as long as the chameleon’s body. The insect never had a chance!

Secrets of Survival
The chameleon’s tongue is a special body part that helps it survive in its habitat. 
These special body parts are called adaptations. All animals have adaptations to help
them survive.

Besides a special tongue, the chameleon has eyes that can move in many directions.
This helps the chameleon spot food even while its head remains still. 

Chameleons also have special toes divided in a way that 
make it easy for the animal to hold tightly to branches. 
You may know about a chameleon’s ability to change 
colors. This adaptation allows the chameleon to 
blend in with its surroundings. This makes it 
harder for the chameleon’s enemies to see 
the chameleon.

A chameleon uses its toes
to hold onto a branch.

N

Introduce
Comprehension Strategy
Determining Importance
Introduce the strategy of determining importance.
Explain that this strategy can be used by readers to
help them understand important ideas. The
important ideas are what the article is mostly about.
Details are smaller pieces of information that tell
more about the important ideas. Ask:

When you read, what are some things you do to figure
out which of the ideas are the important ones?

Read and discuss the steps of the strategy shown
at the bottom of the Comprehension Model Master,
page 52.

Model the Strategy
Use the Comprehension Model to model the strategy
for determining importance. You might want to make
a transparency from this Model. This Model provides
information about an animal in its habitat and builds
common background for all students. Say:

I am going to show you how to figure out the important
ideas of the article. As I read, I am going to ask myself
if the sentence tells details or tells what the article is
mostly about.

Apply the Strategy
After modelling the strategy, review the steps for
determining importance. Then explain to students
that they should use this strategy as they read and
reread Article 1. Discuss with students how to fill in
the Comprehension Strategy Master.

“This title and this
subhead help me figure out
that the big idea is about
survival in some way.”
“Words in bold print in
the text are important. I
think I should remember
these.”
“This sentence gives
an important idea of the
article. I’m going to take
a note.”

“These details about
chameleons are interesting!
They tell more about the
important idea.” 27

Key Features

Research & Write

• Write your own
News Report

• Write your own
Cause and Effect
Article

• Write your own
Problem-Solution
article

• Write your own
Pro-Con Article

• Create your own
Encyclopaedia

• Create your own
Pamphlet

• Create your own
Photo essay

• Create your own
Explanation

Comprehension Strategies

• Determining Importance

• Synthesising

• Making Inferences

• Visualising

National Geographic Personalised Learning Theme Sets
have been written to address the developmental needs
of students with a wide range of reading abilities.

• High interest theme sets contain four different
books with the same core concepts but within
different contexts and at different reading levels

• Teachers need only plan one lesson as
all the books follow the same format.

Examples from the
Teaching Notes with
explicit teaching plans

Streamline planning and teaching time with all the tools you need.
The Teaching Notes provide guidance on appropriately matching students to books,

detailed comprehensive lesson plans for customising your teaching to meet different

student needs. Photocopy masters for support activities reinforce core skills and strategies.

Cross-Curricular

National Geographic Personalised Learning

Example of photocopiable
activities found in
Teaching Notes

Introduce Research
and Write
Explain that students will write their own encyclopedia
entry about an animal that lives in the habitat
they’ve been reading about.

Have students turn to the Research and Write activity
beginning on page 28 in their books. Explain that
students will be working on steps 1–3 today and
steps 4 and 5 in the next writing lesson. Then say:

I am going to read the introduction from the Forest
Animals book. This introduction talks about forests, but
some of you will have information about oceans,
deserts or rainforests. Follow along silently as I read to
the class.

Read the introduction and allow time for students to
ask questions.

1. Study the model
Read step 1 to the class. Then have students turn
to page 19. Say:

On this page, you will find an encyclopedia entry about
an animal. We are going to use this entry as a model for
writing our own entry.

Look at the title. Notice how the title is in large letters
and is easy to read. Titles should stand out from the
rest of the information. The entry you write should
have a title that is easy to read, too.

Continue in this way with each of the important
parts of the entry. Then read the text in the blue box
on page 28. This box lists the important parts of
writing an entry.

2. Choose your topic
Explain to the class that steps 2 and 3 are
suggestions for conducting research.

Read the second step to the class. Remind students
that once they have made a short list of three or
four animals, they will then choose one animal to
continue researching.

3. Research your topic
Read step 3 to the class. Distribute the Prewriting
Master to students. Explain that they will use this
Master to organize their research. Read the
introduction on the Master and discuss each part.

Students can work in pairs or independently to
review the model and conduct research. Students
can ask a classmate to help answer questions they
may have. As students conduct research, circulate
around the classroom to check that students are
using the Prewriting Master correctly.

Check Progress
Bring the class together to discuss students’
progress. Ask questions such as:

Has everyone chosen a topic and completed his or her
research?

Are you finding enough information about your topic?

Remind students that they will have time to write,
revise and edit. They will then make a class book
from all the entries.

43

• Making Connections

• Asking Questions

• Inferences
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Proven to succeed

“They are cross-curricular and link with many science and geography topics; they are beautifully produced and
motivating for the children. The information is well presented and all the important aspects of non-fiction books
are well covered.”

Yardley Primary School

Forest Animals - p12-13 • Easiest Reading Age 7.6-8.5

Text increases and
sentance structure
becomes more complex
as books become more
challenging

How National Geographic personalises learning in your class:

Same
skills

at different
reading levels

All students develop
their research skills
and knowledge of
core concepts

Rain Forest Animals - p12-13 •••• Hardest Reading Age 11.0-11.9

Proven to succeed

“The best resources to help
teachers deliver personalised
learning in the classroom that
we have seen.”

TES

Labelled Diagram Create Your Own
Pamphlet

Synthesizing cells

disease

organisms

specialized

Informational
Pamphlet

Cells at Work Level A
Skin

Level B
Muscles

Level C
Blood

Level D
Bone

1. All organisms are made up of cells
that carry out processes that are
needed to live.

2. Specialized cells perform specialized
functions in organisms.

3. Sometimes cells get a disease or
become damaged and don’t function
as they should.

Comprehension Focus – Each
theme targets one specific
comprehension strategy
which include determining
importance, making
connections, visualising,
asking questions, making
inferences and synthesising.

Research and Write – An
opportunity to practise
researching and writing
skills by creating work
based on the genre
study students have
learned about.

Genre Study – Each Theme Set
focuses on one informative text
writing text type. It is defined
and explained to students and
how it is connected to the
subject matter. Text types include
biographies, how-to, compare
and contrast, news report,
reference sources and others.

Key Concepts –
common set of key
concepts in all four
differentiated
books within the
same theme.

This information is available for all 8 Theme Sets in the Free Downloads section of our website.
www.kingscourt.co.uk/teacher_free_downloads.htm

Proven to succeed: helps you teach 4
different levels of ability in the same lesson

NASEN exclusive special offer - save up to 20% see back page for details
Up to

20%
discount
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To find out more about National
Geographic resources please
contact us now!

Order Form
fax back to 0870 241 6398

Quantity

Teacher's Name:................................................ Purchase Order number or reference:........................................

School Name:.................................................... Telephone:..................................................................................

School Address:................................................. Fax:............................................................................................

.......................................................................... E-mail.........................................................................................

......................................................................... Date:...........................................................................................

Postcode:......................................................... Local Authority:..........................................................................

Price

Fax back to 0870 241 6398 to place your order

Mrs L. Lawson
Head Teacher
Lydney C. of E. School
Bream Road
Lydney
Gloucestershire
GL15 5JH
Tel. 01594 842 172

Ms D. Bhalla
Starks Field Primary
167 Church Street
Edmonton
London
N9 9SJ
Tel. 0208 887 6060

Mrs D. George
Head Teacher
Oldfield Park Junior School
Lymore Terrace
Twerton
Bath
BA2 2JL
Tel. 01225 423477

Tim Bowen
Hamstead Junior School
Hamstead Road
Great Barr
Birmingham
B43 5BE
Tel. 0121 357 1557

Sreepriya Bhowmick
SENCO
CATS Cambridge
13-14 Round Church St
Cambridge
CB5 8AD
Tel: 01223 314431

Rosemary Duncan
SENCO
Stratton Upper School
Eagle Farm Road
Biggleswade
Bedfordshire
SG18 8JB
Tel. 01767 220 000

Ambassador 
Schools

Call our Ambassador
Schools to see how
successful National
Geographic Personalised
Learning Theme Sets are:

PROVEN TO SUCCEED

…and many more are listed on our
website – click on Ambassador
Schools on the home page.

phone: 01628 502 730 fax: 01628 635 895
email: kingscourt@mcgraw-hill.com
website: www.kingscourt.co.uk

To contact your local sales representative
please call 0800 317 457

Easy Order Pack:
COMPLETE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC THEME SETS £1,199.00

Contents: All National Geographic 8 Theme Sets £959.20
(4 titles x 6 copies, plus Teaching Guides in 2 Bookcases) save 20%

Individual titles are available -
contact your local representative for details

National Geographic Theme Sets Bookcase 1 9780077113513 £599.50 £509.58
Animals, Extreme, Cells and Life Cycles - all 4 titles in each x 6 save 15%
copies = 96 books plus Teaching Guides and Bookcase worth £20

Animals in their Habitats Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420211696 £126.00 £113.40

Animals in their Habitats Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420263961 £21.00 £18.90

Animals in their Habitats Teaching Guide 9780077113407 £26.00 £23.40

Extreme Weather Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420211757 £126.00 £113.40

Extreme Weather Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420263978 £21.00 £18.90

Extreme Weather Teaching Guide 9780077113414 £26.00 £23.40

Cells at Work Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420211818 £126.00 £113.40

Cells at Work Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420263985 £21.00 £18.90

Cells at Work Teaching Guide 9780077113421 £26.00 £23.40

Life Cycles Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420211870 £126.00 £113.40

Life Cycles Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420263992 £21.00 £18.90

Life Cycles Teaching Guide 9780077113438 £26.00 £23.40

National Geographic Theme Sets Bookcase 2 9780077113520 £599.50 £509.58
Shaping, Using, Cultures and Energy - all 4 titles in each x 6
copies = 96 books plus Teaching Guides and Bookcase worth £20

Shaping Earth's Surface Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420211931 £126.00 £113.40

Shaping Earth's Surface Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420264005 £21.00 £18.90

Shaping Earth's Surface Teaching Guide 9780077113445 £26.00 £23.40

Using Earth's Resources Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420211993 £120.00 £113.40

Using Earth's Resources Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420264012 £21.00 £18.90

Using Earth's Resources Teaching Guide 9780077113452 £26.00 £23.40

Cultures and Celebrations Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420212051 £126.00 £113.40

Cultures and Celebrations Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420264029 £21.00 £18.90

Cultures and Celebrations Teaching Guide 9780077113469 £26.00 £23.40

Energy Multiple 4 titles x 6 copies 9781420218770 £126.00 £113.40

Energy Single 4 titles x 1 copy 9781420264036 £21.00 £18.90

Energy Teaching Guide 9780077113476 £26.00 £23.40

Quote NASEN to receive your
discount if placing telephone order

save 10%

save 15%

save 10%

Up to

exclusive
discount for

NASEN
members

20%
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